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The marriage of art and science is celebrated in this beautifully illustrated four-color biography and

activity book. Kids will begin to understand the important discoveries that da Vinci made through

inspiring activities like determining the launch angle of a catapult, sketching birds and other animals,

creating a map, learning to look at a painting, and much more. Includes a glossary, bibliography,

listing of pertinent museums and Web sites, a timeline, and many interesting sidebars.
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I have been going through some of the books by Janis Herbert and others than combine history with

21 activities, and as interesting as I have found those volumes to be I have to say I like the ones

that deal with artists even more. "Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas" combines a

detailed juvenile biography of the life of the great inventor, military engineer, scientist, botanist, and

mathematician who found time to be a great painter and sculptor as well. This was the man who

painted the "Mona Lisa" and invented the armored tank, diving suit, bicycle and airplane centuries

before they were built. He is also an important figure in what has been the novel that has been at

the top of the bestseller list for like the past year.The biography is divided into four sections,

focusing on Leonardo's youth in Vinci, his years as a young apprentice, his period of greatest



productivity in Milan, and his final years in Venice and France. The volume is illustrated with dozens

of pictures of Leonardo's paintings and sketches, and the back of the book includes a Glossary,

Biographies of key Renaissance artists (Botticelli, Michelangeo, etc.) and historical figures (Cesare

Borgia, Ludovico Sforza, etc.), Web Sites to Explore, places where you can see some of Da Vinci's

work, a Bibliography, Credits, and an Index.The other half of the book are the 21 activities and the

art lessons, because in addition to detailing da Vinci's life Herbert talks about perspective, vanishing

points and the like. Some of these are just basic art lessons, such as sketching things by observing

nature, painting birds, decorating a jar for holding paintbrushes, and making a small picture frame.

Leonardo da Vinci for Kids is a fascinating biography of a fascinating man with plenty of material to

keep children and adults interested and amazed. The story details da Vinci's life, works, ideas and

interests. His artistic and scientific creations and inventions cover an incredibly broad field - from his

famous paintings to complex defense mechanisms for cities under siege to mechanical "creatures"

to complex and artistically creative parties for important people of his day. The story is filled with

fascinating details about his works, studies and ideas as well as many beautiful reproductions of his

paintings and sketches. You'll find a resume that he wrote at the age of 30 for the ruler of Milan -

offering his services as a military engineer! There are fascinating and sometimes humorous stories

about how he prepared to design some of his greatest paintings, how he dealt with difficult clients

and how some of his paintings were recovered centuries later.Leonardo da Vinci has long been

considered the paradigm "Renaissance Man". Through this book, he offers children a great example

of enthusiastic love of life and learning. Readers will come away with a greater perspective on the

importance and joy of learning, early advancements in science, general concepts of art and how to

appreciate it, basic scientific concepts, ideas for using the imagination and memory, concepts in

math relating to science, Renaissance life and much more.I was impressed with the care the author

took in relating so many interesting ideas in an accessible and engaging manner. I found difficult

concepts handled graciously and respectfully - particularly for the intended age level.
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